paediatric implications, emergency airway management including cervical spine injuries and the place of the laryngeal mask airway and the "Combitube".
The concept of difficult extubation is addressed and, even more importantly, the legal implications of difficult intubation, which are so important when one considers how this whole topic has mushroomed as a result of medico-legal claim reports.
Because of the very low incidence of difficult intubation, there is emphasis given to the need for formal departmental training, including simulated difficulty, laboratory work using models and even the use of cadavers. Training programs have demonstrated better performance. Whilst many algorithms have been developed for the management of the difficult airway, they have become increasingly complex and very difficult to remember. They are of particular value when difficulty is predicted. The "trial-and-error type of cascade algorithm" may be less appropriate than focusing on the specific problem in a crisis. "The detailed study of algorithms is no substitute for the acquisition of expertise with specific complex techniques" (Latto).
There is no doubt that "hands-on experience" is essential; however, this book is a valuable source of available information and should form part of enlightened departmental libraries. It is equally recommended for the individual library.
ROBERT GILLIES Melbourne, Vic. This excellently presented book contains topics covering a wide spectrum of not just anaesthesia, but complications such as metabolic derangement, multiple organ dysfunction, respiratory and renal failure in combat casualties which equally applies to emergency departments in civil hospitals.
Each chapter is complete in itself but relates in style and continuity to other chapters. Chapters on anaesthetic agents, e.g. intravenous agents, muscle relaxants and regional anaesthesia are succinct but encapsulate important pharmacology, physiology and dose regimens as well as practical points. Chapters on fluids including transfusion therapy and fluid resusci-tation are lucid and practical, as well as supported by an excellent bibliography. All chapters have clear tables and illustrations which are efficiently related to the text. This book is for the postgraduate. It would be invaluable to military anaesthetists in regular or reserve forces. The book would also be of great value both for preparation and reference for anaesthetists who wish, in a voluntary capacity, to go with civilian teams to the third world or war-ravaged countries. For the emergency physician and consultant in intensive care the book would provide excellent reference.
In general reading and reference this book provides significant interest and also serves as an excellent aide-memoir to certain conditions that may from time to time present for the anaesthetist. Subjects such as malignant hyperthermia, renal failure, respiratory failure and the management of burns are efficiently and well covered in specific chapters which include anaesthetic management and resuscitation. This is a useful book for the shelves of a postgraduate library.
J This book presents an interesting and comprehensive discussion of the postoperative critically ill patient. Drs Gallagher and Chernow have written the first three chapters on immediate needs of the postoperative patient, monitoring techniques and perioperative endocrine and electrolyte disorders. The subsequent fifteen chapters cover detailed discussions of important aspects of cardiac, respiratory, renal and neurological function in the postoperative period. Sections on fluid and electrolyte balance, bleeding, analgesia and neuromuscular blockade give these topics the attention which they deserve. Each of twenty-two U.S. authors presents personal views and current practice, along with a useful review of recent literature.
The first reading of the text gave the reviewer the impression that much of the presentation is familiar and straightforward. However, subsequent study of each section reveals much wisdom and skilful discussion of good clinical practice based on physiological principles and recent research. "Assessing perioperative cardiac risk" and "acute airway problems" 439 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 25, No. 4, August 1997 
